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The low-down on ‘what’s up in 
the animal world. 
HOSPITAL WATCH 
Go behind the scenes with 
BBCI’s Animal Hospital vet 
Jeremy Stewart. 
INIMAL AID 
Emergency?! First aid for 
animals. 
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Unravel these 
mind-racking 
topical teasers. 
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corner and| what better time to get those 
shutters snapping. In this issue we are 
launching the 1997 RSPCA/Dorling 
peacape tah ee ce ones competition 
Olympus. You could snap up 
as? Se aflet inside 


sTION FOR ANIMALS PETS PIX 
From £6.68 to over Flashy photos of 
£2,500, all your your pets! 
fundraising work ANIM 
helps! 

WHAT’S 
NEW FOR YOU? 
The latest in 
footwear fashion, 
cameras, computer 
games and books all 
up for grabs! 










Sign up for an 
Animal 
Adventure - we 
have five to give 
away FREE! 
FAME 


AT LAST 
Readers put pen to paper - 
or paintbrush, crayon, 
felt tip ...8 


Animal Action dives 
underwater for a 
look at seahorses. 
HIGH 
DRAMA 
Cat stuck in a tree? 
RSPCA inspectors 
join the fire brigade to 
freshen up on ladder training. 
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May 1997 — available on 16 April 1997. 
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Doggy diet 


y two Jack Russell 

dogs, Freddie and 
Bertha, aren’t too fussed 
about what kind of dog 
meat they eat, but they do 
love eating vegetables, 
carrots, peas, beans and 
cabbage! Freddie even 
likes oranges (he barks at 
you if you are peeling one 
until you give him a 
piece)! 

Does anyone else’s dog 
enjoy eating these things? 
Some of my friends think 
my dogs are very strange! 
Emily Steptoe (13) 
Fradswell, 
Staffordshire 
Your dogs sound very happy 
Emily. Don’t worry — 
vegetables, in small 
quantities, are good for 
them! 


Move over 

was watching television 

when someone 
interviewed an owner of a 
battery hen farm. | was 
disgusted to hear that a 
hen has an area less than 
an A4 size piece of paper 
in which to live. The hens 
don’t have the chance to 
flap their wings, Peck and 
run. How would he like to 
live in that small space? 
Sarah Morris (11) 
Powys, Wales 





Poor 
performance 
i am writing to complain 
about animals who 
perform in circuses. 
Bears, lions, tigers, seals, 
and all the rest of the 
performing animals 
belong in the wild. It’s 
not funny to watch an 
animal doing tricks when 
you know it doesn’t 
belong in the circus and 
has been forced into 
doing them. | wish 
circuses would use 
something funnier, like a 
clown, instead. | hope 
people realise what a 
cruel business some 
circuses really are. 
Danielle Cansell (12) 
Colchester, Essex 
Good point Danielle! The 
more people refuse to go to 
circuses with animals, the 
sooner they will be stopped. 


Easy option? 
{ am getting very 
worried about parents 
buying goldfish as pets for 
small children as they 
think they are easy to 
keep. Believe me, they 
need just as much care as 
a cat, hamster or rabbit, 
but people don’t realise 
this. | have had a goldfish 
with a bladder disease 
and have spent lots of 
money on filters, 
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If you have something to say 
about the RSPCA and animal 
welfare, write in and tell us 
about it. You could win a 
book! Send your letter with 
your name, age and address 
to: Write On, Animal Action, 
RSPCA, Causeway, Horsham, 
West Sussex RHI2 IHG. 


Good point Victoria. Fish 
need loads of care and 
attention. 

For the full infornation 
on keeping goldfish read 


equipment etc. | wish 
people would get it into 
their heads that fish need 
the same amount of care 


as any pet. 

Victoria Bates (13) the official RSPCA pet care 
Kenilworth, guide published by 
Warwickshire _ HarperCollins, price £3.50. 


! i Ela} a i ner about the 
black rhinos. The population of 
black rhinos is dropping very 
) quickly and | want to do 
‘ Sree about it. They are 
as x dying because of humans, they kill 
eee a ae Uo] alate aM AAA 
does it happen? They’re becoming extinct and I’m 
sure I’m not the only person who wants to stop 
this happening so let’s do something about it! 
What can we do to help? 
| Amy Thomas (II) 
istchurch, Dorset 
The reason that black rhinos are under threat of 
extinction is the huge worldwide demand for 
| medicines made from rhino horn. International trade 
Yeeeah ae ata 
| is illegal, but trade still 
| continues. You can help the — 
MA SRe. Wa ci tna 
eee Me uta) 
| work with other countries 
and protect these animals 
ie) Ac oe on) 
| Gummer, Secretary of 
State for the 
econ nerens 
2 Marsham Street, 
London SW1P 3EB, 
expressing your concern. — 





RSPCA/E A Janes 





We all know BBC’s Animal Hospital is the best 
programme on television and now it’s official. For 
the second year running Animal Hospital, filmed at 
the RSPCA’s Harmsworth Hospital in north ae 
has won Best Factual Entertainment 
programme in the National Television 
Awards. More than ten million of 
you tuned in each week to the last 
series. Jolly good show! 


RSPCA/Ken McKay 








Do you want to make history? The RSPCA is involved in a 
national fundraising appeal which could get into the 
Guinness Book of Records! For a minimum donation of £1, 
you can send a photograph to the Millennium Photograph 
Album Record Appeal (MILPARA) and help create the 
biggest-ever photo album in the UK by the year 2000. 
Send your fave photograph, along with a cheque or 

postal order payable to MILPARA, to the Co-op Bank ple, 

| PO Box 12623, 9 Prestcot Street, London E! 8UN. Please 

| write your name, address and postcode on the back of 
your photograph. 


here man: Animal 
Hospital presenter 
at Caste 


Worthy winner: Poppet and owner Lizzy Angrave 
(centre) with David Hamilton and Rosemary Ford. 
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New start: A 
cleaned bird is 
released. 


Freedom Food - the RSPCA-backed animal welfare food label — 
has added veal to its list of products. At the moment, most veal 
comes from calves which live for up to six months in small 
crates with no bedding. In the Freedom Food system, the 
animals live on deep-straw bedding in large barns and are fed a 
diet containing proper levels of iron and roughage. 

The lives of over ten million animals have already been 
greatly improved since the Freedom Food scheme was launched 
in 1994. Eggs, pork, bacon, chicken, beef, lamb, ham, ice cream, 
sausages and now veal carry the Freedom Food label. 


A dramatic new RSPCA video — which 
shows how the Society treated thousands 
of oiled birds affected by the Sea Empress 
disaster — is now available. The oil spill in 
February 1996 took place in south west 
Wales and was one of the biggest ever to 
affect the British coastline. 

The video — called Turning the Tide — 
shows how the RSPCA battled to rescue 
oiled birds. Over 1,400 were cleaned and 
released back to the wild. The video costs 
£5.99 (including postage and packing). 
Please send a cheque or postal order — 
payable to the RSPCA — to the supplies 
Col-Joy- aaa Ure han aM TEV (e le gk 
at the Society’s usual address. 





RSPCA/Paul Herrmann 


RSPCA Week: Take a note of 
National Schools’ Day. 








Snap happy 


Sharp shooters take note! The RSPCA/Eyewitness Young 
Photographer of the Year Awards, sponsored by Dorling 
Kindersley and Olympus, are back for 1997. There are 
thousands of pounds worth of brilliant prizes up for grabs 
in this free to enter competition. This year’s categories are 
Animals Around Us, Animals In Motion and Looking at 
Wildlife. The overall winner will walk away with £250 
worth of Dorling Kindersley books and an Olympus camera 
worth £370. 

All entries must be sent to the publications 
department at the usual * a | 
RSPCA address by 
29 August 1997. 
Wildlife 
photographer and 
television presenter 
Chris Packham will 
once again cast his 
photographic eye 
over each one and 
choose the winners. 
For full details of 
how to enter and 
competition rules, 
see the leaflet in this 
issue of Animal 
Action. ts Last year’s winning photo. 






Claire Thomas 





Top sho’ 
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Young ambitions: 
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wanted to be a vet. 
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Jeremy Stewart 
always wanted to 
be a veterinary 
surgeon. “Even when | was 
tiny | wanted to be a vet,” he 
says. “| can remember going 
on holiday with my family to 
remote parts of Spain and 
seeing stray dogs. | was always 
the one who would take some 
food from the table and feed 
(itt 
But his teacher doubted 
whether young Jeremy would 
make the grade. “I was at a 
parents’ evening when my 
biology teacher told my 
parents | should think about 
clot ao RR ec US 
he didn’t think | would get the 
Flee Ma RN aan eon a 
CST < ly ANZ MUON ELS! 
worked really hard.” 
Jeremy trained at the Royal 
Veterinary College in London 
which is one of only six places 
in the country which offers 
Werrstalir paola (OLLI Te 
the RSPCA’s Harmsworth 
Hospital in north London 
Lint am-terCol OTC NC Arto 
“| hadn’t even thought 
about working for the 
RSPCA,” he says. “I was 
oye) aur a colme- Wolo ME MeN >11¢-1 
where | could treat the cases 
TUM Lag) 
somewhere else. | also 
wanted to live in London so 
the Harmsworth job was 
orl (ea 
Jeremy, along with five 
other veterinary surgeons, 
plough through up to 100 
consultations a day and also fit 
in several major operations, 
X-rays and up to 20 minor 
operations. 
Le tON Zhu R TRL 
many people who can say 
their job has brought them 


television stardom! Jeremy is a 
familiar face on BBC1’s Animal 
Hospital which is filmed at the 
hospital and presented by Rolf 
Harris. “| do get recognised in 
the street,” he admits. “It’s 
quite good fun because most 
people are really nice and just 
want to tell me how much 
they enjoy the programme.” 


Although Jeremy is used to 
being filmed, he was a little 
nervous during the first series 
NLT Celt el icey- Co [erste =a La) 
the first programme | was 
absolutely terrified,” he says. 
“It didn’t help that the walls 
were white, | was wearing a 
white coat and my face was 
white — | was told | looked 
like a frightened rabbit!” 

eT el Rm nol a ote 
wracking for the vets because 
teal) AN) Alea cae AT Lea xeN 4 
to come through the door 
next! Jeremy can remember 
one series of Animal Hospital 
when the crew stayed behind 
to film a night shift. 

“Usually we are really busy 
but on this particular night 
nobody came in,” remembers 
Jeremy. “It got to | 1.30pm — 
we were all really shattered — 
and the doorbell rang. Steve 
Knight (Animal Hospital 
presenter) said there was a 
man outside with a python 
and would | take a look at it. | 
thought it was a wind up!” 

Unfortunately for Jeremy, 
it wasn’t a wind up and he 
found himself face-to-face 
with a two-metre-long snake. 
RNS 
long before,” he says. “All | 
could do was check it over to 
UCR MUTT CMN RMI) 
obvious problems and advise 
TAR oR ROME Uae 

But that's what Jeremy 
loves most about his job. 
“You can never get bored 
working at the Harmsworth 
because there is so much 
NZ Talis AML) Tee LEY 
have to expect the 
unexpected!” 
yeu eet) 
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Even the most careful pet 
owner may have to deal 
with an animal emergency. 
Animal Action takes a 
look at how fo cope. 


ets are at risk seven days a week — 
from road accidents, mishaps in 


the home or litter left lying 


other dogs, sheep or cattle. Always 
expect the unexpected! 
If you own a dog, you'll know that 





around by careless people. But just as 
there is first aid for people, there is 
first aid for animals too. 

But don’t get too ambitious! Never 
attempt anything other than emergency 
first aid — leave the hard work to a vet 


or someone who knows what they are 
doing. You may mean well, but doing it 
yourself could make your patient's 
condition worse. And remember, 
prevention is better than cure! 








There are lots of things you can do to 
prevent an accident happening in the 
first place. If you own a dog, train it to 
obey simple commands like “come” 
and ‘stay’. Obeying these instructions 
could save it from a road accident or 


getting into a fight with another dog. 
But even if your dog can understand 
commands, it’s best for everyone if you 
keep it on a lead when ycu are near a 
road or ina field where there are 


10 
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they always have to have their nose in 
everything. So if you can also get your 
dog to understand “no” and “leave” 
this will reduce the risk of it eating 
something poisonous. Pets love 
kitchens — that’s where the food is! — 
but keep them out when there are 
pans boiling away on the hob. 

Gardens can also be a hazardous 
place for pets. Make sure all tools are 
safely locked away and try to persuade 
your family not to use chemicals on the 
garden. Weedkillers, creosote, 
insecticides and slug pellets can kill 
pets, so always read the label! 

All pets should be registered with a 
veterinary surgeon and the telephone 
number should be kept by the phone. 
In a real emergency, you don’t want to 





waste vital seconds by rooting around 
for a phone number. Don’t wait until 
your animal is ill or injured. Make sure 
your pet’s vaccinations are up to date 
and get it insured. You can buy 
insurance policies which will pay the 
veterinary bills if your pet falls ill or is 
involved in an accident. You could save 
yourself a fortune! 




















Illustrations by Woody 





a RR Scenic 








broken limb take great care not to 
knock it. Never attempt to make your 
own splint — this may do more harm 
than good. 


Making daily health checks, looking 
at your pet’s eyes, ears, nose, mouth, 
paws, coat and general appearance, will 


make it easier to spot any changes or 
unusual behaviour that could be a sign 
of illness or injury. 





Discovering you don’t have a first aid 
kit when your pet is crying out for help 
is the worst feeling in the world. Make 
one up now — make sure it contains 
bandages, tweezers, scissors and a 
towel — anything your pet is likely to 
need. Keep it handy in case of an 
emergency and make sure everyone in 
the household knows where it is kept. 
And don't forget to replace your 
supplies as you use them. 

The first thing to remember in an 
emergency is your own safety. If an 
animal has been involved in a road 
accident your first instinct may be to 
run straight into the road and grab it. 
Don't — you'll probably end up getting 
run over yourself and people will have 
to stop helping the animal to come and 
help you! 

Be careful how you approach an 
animal, because if it is injured and in 
pain it may even bite its best friend! 
Muzzles and blankets can protect you 
from sharp teeth and claws, together 
with firm but gentle handling. Talking 
quietly to an animal and using its name 
can have a calming and reassuring 
effect. Once you are near enough, 
decide how bad the injuries are and try 
not to move it too much. If the animal 
is badly injured you must act quickly — 
but keep calm or you won't be much 
help at all. 

If the animal is unconscious, finding 








it difficult to breathe, shows obvious 
signs of pain when it tries to move, is 
unable to stand or is bleeding heavily — 
it is probably hurt quite badly. 






The first thing to do is check if the 
animal is breathing properly. Pull its 
tongue forward and check there are no 
obstructions in the mouth. If the animal 
is bleeding heavily the flow must be 
stopped quickly. Put a clean 
handkerchief on the wound and hold it 
firmly in place. Telephone the vet. 

If there is no sign of a wound but 
the animal has blood around its nose 
or mouth, keep it as quiet as possible 
until help arrives or it is taken to a vet. 
If it is outside normal surgery hours 
telephone the vet first so that 
someone will be there when you 
arrive. Meanwhile, cover the animal 
with a blanket, rug or coat to keep it 
warm. 

After an accident, animals can often 
suffer from shock. If it seems cold and 
unresponsive and its gums are pale or 
even blue, it is probably in shock. You 
must keep the animal warm, quiet, still 
and as comfortable as possible until 
help arrives. Never give an injured 
animal anything to eat or drink. 

If the animal appears to have a 
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If your pet has suffered a burn or 
scald, wrap it up warmly and call the 
vet immediately. The same applies if 
you think your pet has swallowed 
something poisonous — never attempt 
to make it sick. If possible, take some 
of the poison and the container with 
you so that the vet will be able to give 
the right treatment. 


Amanda Bailey 
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Spring seramblie 


You will find that all of the answers to the questions 
below can be formed using letters taken from the word 
SPRINGTIME. See how quickly you can find them! 








2 Something used by horse a 
riders — or a kind of deer. 





§ A big, stripy wild cat 
© Something you write 


with — or a female swan. 
7 A kind of whale 





8 Wasps and bees 
sometimes do this. 





Rearrange the letters of the words below to find the 
names of eight different creatures. Only two of them don’t 
lay eggs, but can you work out which two they are? 


Misty ac = a E Pre ee ced N 
FE a ies tle s Cen sae E 
ies Le ° Dit ae N 
Dy iF or an s ° H 





That’s my baby! 


We all know that a young pig is called a piglet, but 


can you remember the ‘baby names’ of all the other 
animals in this list? Once you've decided on your 
answers, fit them into the boxes below and read the 
letters in the starred squares from top to bottom to 
find two hidden words! 


GOAT GOOSE Lala 

SHEEP HORSE FROG 

DEER TNS DUCK 

CAT KANGAROO 


ee: ee ee, ee 


question 


Do you know What 
a baby hare is called? 
ait 

@) a harelet? 

Db) a leveret? 

€) a rabbit? 


GSde ey UEnes 
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uolzsend snuog 


MUTIU Ce) [o) MUP M LULA Ua CoLelole Le] 
CES on ol th 
yaiaso ‘ulydjop ‘ajIpoz0.13 

iNOILOV TWWINV SUC LeRear LOL tem ec es PLT 

EM ON oD WMe o) oy oNIU RLU No or REC aKeds oleic Reet ey Eo 

SCI co ard Melo IR) Pret. 
iss lb yb Pla tL 3 


EU or a Oa OS a 


EEO am i Ao 
tAqeg AW S.3e4L 


ISON "p Bid € WEY "Z 32g °] 
BIL OLE Ne UeT Ly 


Poy CLT 














Animal Action has teamed up behind the games and play a variety 
with the Museum of the of new and old video games, from 
Moving Image — a museum dedicated _ space invaders to the present and 
solely to cinema and television—for beyond! 
a simply unmissable opportunity, so The Museum of the Moving 
spread the word! Image is situated at South Bank, 
If you’ve ever watched a film and Waterloo, London and is open 
wondered, “How'd they do that?” seven days a week, 10am to 6pm (4 
Then this is your chance to find out! —_ with last admission at 5pm. 
You can also fly over London like With over 40 different 
Superman — well almost! This is exhibition areas and over 
where film comes to life — see first- 3,000 square metres of 
hand memorabilia from film sets, exhibition space you'll need at least 
costumes, hundreds of favourite film | two hours for your visit! Priced at 
clips and lots more! £5.95 per adult and £4 per child, 
Take in an exhibition called Re- you can get in for FREE with a 
play — the first of its kind — on the paying adult by taking this 
history of videogaming over the last page of Animal Action with 
30 years. Discover the inspiration you. 


Do it yourself? 


If you think you're a bit of a hotshot then here’s a 

chance to prove it! Usborne Hotshot Kits contain a 
handy pocket-sized book packed with top tips and all 
you need to get started on six different topics. Fascinate 
your mates by making friendship bracelets using the 
colourful selection of thread and beads in the Friendship 
Bracelets Hotshot Kit. The Beads and Bangles Hotshot Kit 
contains all you need to make your own jewellery. 
Win? Priced £4.99 each and available from all 
good bookshops we have 20 sets 
of these two Hotshot Kits to 
give away. Just tell us where 
friendship bracelets originally 
come from. Is it a) America 
or b) Africa? Answers to 
HOTSHOT/Animal Action. 
Closing date 16 Apri! 1997. 

































This offer is open to one child under 
16 per one paying adult and is not to be 
used in conjunction with any other offer 
or against the Museum family ticket. 
Valid until 30 April 1997. 
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All Photos: RSPCA/Ken McKay 
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What happens to a pet animal 


if it becomes homeless? Martin 

O’Halloran of Animal Action f i 
visits the RSPCA’s new 

Leybourne Animal Centre to 


find out how the Society helps. 


very single day of the year pets are made 

homeless. It may be that their owners can no 

longer afford to care for them. Or sometimes an 
owner gets rid of a pet for no good reason. 

But there are happy endings! There are lots of RSPCA 
animal centres which care for homeless animals and find 
new owners for thousands every year. 

The new RSPCA Leybourne Animal Centre, which 
opened recently at a site near Maidstone in Kent, looks 
after homeless animals in Essex, Kent and Sussex. 
Leybourne has special accommodation for a variety of 
animals — there’s a 40-pen cattery, 42 dog kennels and a 
special unit for rabbits, guinea pigs and other small 
animals. 


4 First in: The first 
animal to arrive at 


Unfortunately many 


creatures have been 


owners must be very 
careful —- rabbits can 


| some careless owners 
1 end up with unwanted 
litters. Animal care 
assistant Patrick 


| one of the [2 rabbits 
od 





small animals unit. 
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Leybourne was a rabbit. 
more of these beautiful 
| received since then. The 


7 RSPCA says that rabbit 


breed very quickly and 


O’Brien is pictured with 


presently staying in the 








ART CVERLOAD 


Talented pupils from Broomham School in East Sussex put their 
heads down and got scribbling for a sponsored wildlife draw! 
The lucky winner was Henry Fovague with his drawing of a bat. 
The event was great fun and raised £339.39. All of the proceeds 
went towards buying wildlife care facilities for the RSPCA’s 
Mallydams Wood Study Centre in Hastings. 









Well done to Stephanie 
Tinkler (9) from Doncaster 
in South Yorkshire who 
raised £50.69 by holding a 
car boot sale. Stephanie 
collects and sells aluminium 
cans too, the proceeds of 
which also go to the RSPCA. 














. Di is ieee ee | SS EEE OS = 


SHORT REPORTS 


@ Nine-year-old Kathryn Stark from Horndean 
CaM een) Sale Mera UDMA MOTO RTOE | 
fundraising idea — she slept overnight in her 
empty bath tub! Sleepy-eyed Kathryn managed 
to raise £16.77 from her tireless efforts. 

@ Neighbours Kelly Schofield (15) and Laura 
Higgins (14) from Tyne & Wear hit the high 
notes to raise £39.81. They were so concerned 
about pets being given as Christmas presents — 
only to be abandoned — that they decided to 
do something about it and donated the 
proceeds from their carol singing to the 
RSPGA. 

@ Animal Action Club member Thomas 
Garner (10) from Bromsgrove, Worcestershire 
—with the help of his golden retriever dog 
Hazel — collected £13 by selling raffle tickets to 
his family and friends. The money raised went 
to the RSPCA’s Worcestershire Mid & 
Worcester Branch. 

@ Twelve-year-olds Andrea Dodd and Claire 
Mumford from Ripon in North Yorkshire beat 
the clock to run 800 metres in under five 
minutes, quickly raising £14.72 for the RSPCA 
@ Quick-thinking Jack King (8) from Frome in 
Somerset offered passers-by the opportunity 
to stroke his two beautiful dogs — a golden 
retriever and a flat-coat retriever — in return 
for a donation to the RSPCA. In total, £6.68 
was raised and the dogs had a good time too! 
@ With the help of her friends, Animal Action 
Club member Freya Morrell (11) of Hampton 
in Middlesex raised £70 for the RSPCA by 

CM Tay Merete MeCN UCM gn Lae Ry EF 
loves being in the Animal Action Club so much, 
she got some of her friends to join too. 

@ Chay Garde (12) from Stretford in 
Manchester held a coffee evening for the 
RSPCA. The whole evening went down really 
well — along with the home-made cakes — and 
raised a total of £42. 

@ Thanks to Christopher Fitzsimons from 
Downpatrick in Northern Ireland who raised 
£10 for the RSPCA. Christopher had the 
superb idea of holding a raffle at his school. 

CP AreR ital West cell Matusow Ie Lod 
Avenue Middle School in Norwich in Norfolk 
who have raised more than £2,500 in three 
years for the RSPCA. The school has helped 
the Society so much that they now have their 
school logo on an RSPCA van as a thank you 
for all their hard work. Fundraising events over 
the years have varied from netball shoot-outs 
to selling cakes. 
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NEW Ryley 


AW 
Ww 
~~ 
The closing date for all competitions and offers e and rewind, a buil h Great grip: A 
is 16 April 1997. Compiled by Ambreen Nawaz. re! TI costs f 49.99 Cd 


ENTS 















to some seaweed. 


Make foot-stompin’ tracks and leave the rest behind with ‘ ae 
these brand new Stockton boots from Caterpillar. With qi es = u , tes : CN, = 4 
the unique Caterpillar ‘Hidden Tracks’® sole they can . ; an He " ay 4 
handle almost anything your feet put them through. J = 
Stockton are priced £79.99 and are available in black and 
dark brown from all good shoe stockists. We have 
three pairs up for grabs. To walk tall in these boots, 
all you have to do is tell us the name of the process by 
which a caterpillar changes into a butterfly. Answers to: 
CATERPILLAR/ 
Animal Action. 
Don’t forget to tell 
P 5 us the size and oo oh yo ee y ° p 
WISHBONE/Animal Action. For more information abo colour you want. , wi °% e ‘ 


Wishbone call the Omnimedia hotline on (0181)9746766. 
CATERPILLAR’ 


This collection of favourite and true animal stories is al 
written and illustrated by BBCI’s Animal Hospital 
presenter Rolf Harris. You'll meet some of the bravest, 30-6 a . at = g ~ 
funniest and cleverest animals in nin ub and , ; ] " ? - "i . ule 
Ap h th % _ , a a reall . ’ 


the pages of this book! From 
the scruffy mongrel that saved 


the crown jewels to the i mm Co-op stares Mant . a a cal A ig a ——_ 

. ~ Jee S fe ee - o i . 5 nr ee eae 0 ; 

chimpanzee who escaped from he &¢ ntry = you | j ’ : 3 pny ae Sey 
i ar vl ange 7 ; _— : Pei. ae > w ue Lad 






a zoo by hopping on to a bus. 
Priced £8.99 from all good 
bookshops. We have I5 
hardback copies to give 
away. Just answer this 
question: Where was Rolf 
Harris born? a) Austria b) 
Australia or c) Great Britain. 
Answers to: ROLF 
HARRIS/Animal Action. 


rewail price and 
any price and product changes 


outa naman (enter 













AW X-Me ll =tels=r Nolet A 
may have horse-shaped heads, but 
seahorses are not related to the 
horses which live on land. They are 
actually fish which live in coastal 
Newel Uae aU ae- Me Wale 
\Europe and the Far East. 
PU ede VReME- fol O ae offal Uy a) 
inength from |Omm-300mm. Two 
spedies can sometimes be found off 
the UK’s southern coastline. Both\are 
about MScmilong from) the tops of 
their heads to the tips of their curly 
tails. 


Meleuhicne | tesco coho cin? 
close relationships. Once a male and 
female have mated\they stay together 
for good. Each morning they take part 
in special greeting dances with each 
other. If one of the paitdisappears, 
Meritt tmia time lee AU Conrail) 
to find'a new mate. 


\ 
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Meal time: A seahorse 
bets ICY t+): 





Saree meen crcucetin IN ein 
much — males often live in a home 
territory of less than Im”. They are 
poor swimmers and rely on their tails 
wrapping round seaweed, seagrass, 
algae and other objects to keep them 
steady. ; 

Ifa storm drags them from their 
moorings, they can be carried off by 
the currents. This is probably how 
Reel teles-siclamhCMM = Tela Meee || 
waters, brought from nearby breeding 
areas in the Mediterranean or off the 
westemn coast of France. Tihere is no 
evidence of seahorses breeding in UK 
Nees 


Seahorse numbers are now declining 
all the way round the world) due to 
human threat. Millions of seahorses a 
year are killed to supply the Oriental 
medicine trade — many people in the 
Far East believe that seahorses cure a 
variety of medical problems. These 
eee iKe NTA 

Hundreds of thousands a year are 
caught for the pet trade — they often 
die quickly due to stress and disease. 
Selling dried-out seahorses as 
ornaments is also big business. 

The other major problem is that 
their natural/ homes, such as coral 
reefs, are being destroyed. 

The good news is that people are 
now trying to protect seahorse 
numbers worldwide — calling for an 





Planet Earth Pictures/Denise Tackett 


One of the strangest things about 
seahorses is that the male — and not 
Sg Seriya tavedl MEAs aN oIe\ 
special pouch in which the female puts 
her eggs. The young then grow there 
Lief Xian UM VASE Ue aN (t=. 
until they are ready to leave. At birth, 
they are between 7-|'Imm long and 
can look after themselves immediately. 






re A oe Uae 


Seahorses feed on) small crustaceans 
such as shrimps, eating as many as 50 
a day. They suck their food through 
their long snouts. And'as they don’t 
have any teeth to chew with, all their 
food is swallowed whole. 

Seahorses’ natural enemies are 
larger fish and! crabs. They can) help 
protect themselves from) attack by 
changing their body colour to make 
themselves difficult to see: They also 
haye very bony bodies which means 
they are not a very tasty meal: 


aru near eS Meena) 





Planet Eagth Pictires/Ken 
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NY 
Well/anchored: Seahorses use their 
tails to keep steady. 


end to over-fishing and for increased 
protection of their natural homes. 

is CoN NeTR=M eel a AC=TnoLU 4m Y=1=) 
seahorses in the wild) while snorkelling 
or diving, please don't touch them or 
do anything that could disturb their 
environment. They are very sensitive 
(ofger-taU]a=xyic Unto ny=\=ta)e-1| [ea pT=Mlatel| od VedCer Ua) 
ets 

If you have a home aquarium, 
please! don't buy a seahorse to add|to 
your collection: And also avoid) buying 
dried-out seahorses if you see them 
for sale as ornaments. 


@ Many thanks to the Marine 
oT Taer loyal =th a (oat eas alt=) Oe 
compiling this feature. 
























Special link: + ~ 
A mating x 
Pair of 

golden 

seahorses, 











ST WT ace ENROL s1(3 
Creme COWELL LOK: 
EL ECE UCU Uli LT 
Oe CRU 


Cats up trees, pigeons in lofts — 
everyone's heard about stories 
emote 

But there’s more to rescuing 
PUES RecN Maa (aL oT aIT alot iy 
than simply propping a ladder against 
a wall and plucking the victim to 
FEN A MR er OL Rol 
dangerous and RSPCA inspectors 
must know how to use a ladder safely 
to avoid injuring themselves or an 
animal. So when it comes to learning 
about ladders, who better to teach 
them the tricks of the trade than the 
Ciinee lar scCelots 

rns CaM 1 aCe Le AVL 
in the Society's North West Region 
Rete a) AS SOR MENS ect aT ay 
refresher course at Penrith Fire Station 
in Cumbria. All inspectors receive 
FXelel Tams UUMILS ACL nT) an Te (ol = 
Society — this course gives them a 
chance to polish up on their rescue 
Sass 

Sub Officer Mike Hope assured 
everyone that by the end of the day 
everyone would know how to use a 
ladder safely: how to position it, how 
to go up (ascend) and down 
(descend), how to step on and off and 
— most importantly for an RSPCA 
inspector during a rescue — how to 
have both hands free and not fall off! 

The RSPCA has worked closely with 












4 : the fire brigade for many years and 

ad! eile ched joaiaeaprvataet: Bec ioee Ue Meare Uline arco cme ote 
Dy UC Ta Ta ood : ei 
tr o\good use when he rescued as a result. In an emergency situation 
Py CMe a tats it’s important for an inspector to 


know immediately that if a fire officer 


= 






















says “round” it means rung, and that 
“stand from under” means get out of 
the way quickly because something is 
about to land on your head! 


SUM ola Cel MMO Mole LiCl 
ladders, but the one most likely to be 
used by RSPCA inspectors is seven 
metres long — high enough to reach the 
first floor of a house. 

First on the ‘rounds’ was Inspector 
Carla Hay from Liverpool who says 
iar tem eeeC Tame aya el coe 
inspector’s work. “Sometimes you've 
got to go up the fire brigade ladder 
yourself — and if you don’t know 
exactly what you're doing you can 
look really stupid.” 

SiMecne Ul) alee oko ariel) (e) 
when a seven-month-old kitten called 
Mischief needed rescuing from a 12m 
high ash tree. Mischiefs worried 
owners contacted the RSPCA after 
reece Mere ano men hla 
down and Carla joined Skelmersdale 
Fire Brigade at the scene. 

Carla said: “A lot of young cats 
like to climb up trees and then get 
too scared to climb down. We 
eT) maetee runt ute AZUSA ALO LS 
to see if a cat will come down 
Via tel-fe Aa =\T ao are ore La 
well and truly stuck, we will bring it 
clo 


Taleo mlm ii mom Rete lat 





On the up: Inspector Tony Jackman 
scales new heights. 








terrified animal high up a tree. 
oleate tM Orla RTS 
able to hop on to a fire engine’s 
platform and so had both arms free 
to grab Mischief. 

On a ladder it is much more 
difficult. So one of the most 
important things the inspectors were 
taught on the course was how to do 
a leg.lock — literally locking 
themselves on to the ladder with 
Lat ae = a McC ClO] Ca) aU“ (0G 
aE UTE ML ecto ter Ccce-W l(6} 


iCoTam in C-teolu MAGA (oho ZamaaT 
ladder! 


Although RSPCA inspectors often 
work with the fire brigade on ladder 
rescues, there are many times when 
tata mecca d MEUM tele unm eareela 
them. Sub Officer Hope stresses that 
SUC Muar WEN eRe at ee eae 
someone always needs to be standing 
on the bottom of the ladder to keep it 
steady while the inspector climbs to 
Loar ems tae: tatel te e-Ta Tae T 

But sometimes the fire brigade must 
eX Me Cola aCe CaTuar odl XN To 
Ol SMe molec tS Or 
bravery award for the retained officers 
at Newton Abbot fire station in Devon. 
A grey and white cat, called Smokey, 
Xo Xt Ca AUTO oe CR OlME CSM TOL TES 
when RSPCA Inspector Len Rankin was 
called to the scene. He was unable to 
reach Smokey on his ladder so he 
alerted the fire brigade. 





ff = 
Hanging on: A fire officer demonstrates the leg lock. 








Using a longer ladder, three fire 
fighters went up to rescue Smokey — 
oye com eC MULaLa 
one secured the ladder and the other 
climbed out into the thinner branches 
lena 

NAT tamale Vee) AW Le) BRACE Lol 
to grasp the cat and was pulled to 
safety by his colleagues. The whole 
rescue took two and a half hours. 

RSPCA Inspector Len Rankin said: 
“It was a very windy day and a 
dangerous rescue that drew upon all 
of the fire brigade's expertise. It was 
finally completed at some risk to the 
three fire fighters in the tree top.” 
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Cher ae ie ed 
way up! 
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You might have already noticed the new Pet 
Dr Barbie dolls in the shops - the great news 
is that every doll sold will help raise £10,000 
for the RSPCA. To celebrate, Animal Action 
and Pet Dr Barbie have teamed up to bring 
you the latest in animal news. 


. Spring is a great time of year — there are loads of 
baby animals around and, most importantly, loads 

of Easter eggs! There are also lots of things you can do 
to make this time of year as animal-friendly as possible. 
¥ If you find a fledgling, fox cub, fawn or any other sort 
of baby animal this spring, please don’t touch it. 
Chances are its mum is waiting nearby for you to leave 
before she will return. Every year the RSPCA has to 
look after thousands of wild animals that have been 
‘rescued’ by well-meaning people. It’s hard work and 
takes a lot of time! 
¥ If you think an animal is in real danger, find the 
nearest phone and ring the RSPCA on 0990 555999. 
¥ Brrrr....it may still be chilly, so if 
you have rabbits or guinea pigs 
make sure they are kept in a 
warm and sheltered place — 
a shed is great. But 
remember they still 
need plenty of 
exercise and lots 
of atténtion to 
keep them 
healthy. 
¥ Look out 
for more Pet 
Dr Barbie top 
tips in the July 
issue of Animal 
Action! 
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ates: Loud noises 
CRS lyon} 
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ers Jo Lord (15) 
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Chay aucl1))9 
Lt Rettig crus urs 
PAT ae ose 
Loud noises 
Tipping his food over 
Sarah Funnell (12), Kent 





Having her chin Lie dl To ier 


ig on her food bowl and reli 
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THUMPER 
ype: Large lop-eare 

§ . d rabbi 
Likes: Juicy dandelions om 
Hates: Being teased 


Owner: Jennie 
Staftordchine Tyson (11), 
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cl Siaerta Tr ea 
tabby ’ ae 
SS a oLLe Te) naps 
Spiders 
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5 wner: Samantha 
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Send us your pet photos 
together with your name, 
age and address to Pets Pix, 
Animal Action, RSPCA, 
Causeway, Horsham, 
MCLs eT ata LP) ‘ 
IHG. Please enclose ' 5 

PY ay eae ye 
EY [- [rte UC) Sag 


Hee " you would like them returned. 





SCRAPS 

AND 

HETTYy 

Type: Golden hens 
Like: Being cuddled 
Hate: Show and rain 
Habits; Sneaking in 
the house to peck 
the wallpaper 
Owner: Rosie 
Gunter (9), 
Somerset 


Type: Black and white 
cat 
Likes: Playing with 





Dawn's other cat and 
sleeping MALTS AND 
Hates: Being fussed BIANCA 


over and visiting the ees Abyssinian and 

vet ke: Attention and |e 

Owner: Dawn eae Thy 
lwright (17) Wetec: London 


albino Ia -t9 
Lad Tot) 








PIP 
Type: Whippet cross 
Likes: Long walks. 


sleeping on Helen's bed | 
and whizzing through 


the woods BARNEY 


Hates: Cold days and 
her paws being touched 


r: Helen Burgess 


ow er Helen Bu : S ne at ilo cally 
pes ULuy a ates (3), 


Cal BIT ty 








Sk Oe) ae 
Sel Clete Lr 





Habits: Curling up on Puddles 
the sofa (where she's aia AT tea 

a Ta} i 
not allowed!) uu Ree alla) 


MA esi 








MaRS ruts) Md Td amy TT aa 
to give away some fantastic cameras. 


Se, MU oman eae 1 ol —cU ao la ay Moy tio 
as chosen by our editor Michaela Miller — will 
: win a Fuji Clearshot Compact 


Camera worth £22.99. The 
Cesta leo 

readers will win a 

Fujicolor Quicksnap 

Single Use Camera 





worth £5.49. 
a “a. 
ee \\ 
or 
Bite red Cg 
ee i ‘ Poeun 
be ideal for 
PUGET Tg 
photographers. 


There’s a built-in flash, so you can take 
photos of your pets indoors and at night. 
What’s more the film is simple to toad! 


The Fujicolor Quicksnap Camera is simple 
and fun to use - just point, shoot and wind 
on! It already 
comes loaded 
with film so it’s 
ready for you to 
Bila BU) 4 
straight away, 
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Yr Teles 


If you like Animal Action, you’ll love the 

PNT RCT Eee Cy cme Cl Co UT) 
CS ETE ete Cape tem Ce ELC Tt) 
are open to Animal Action Club members only — 
another good reason to joint When you’ve done 
Challenge One you can then move on to the next 
level with Challenge Two. If you haven’t started 
PoC aes Secu aC La LEU Ty Coed TS 
now by completing the form below. 

We have a terrific set of postcards for you to 

collect. These colourful postcards, which come in 
Ea UMN Tra ee ULC TE LT 


pet animals. They also contain vital information 
on ey CUO rem cee ILL 
ECL De 


Please send mes 
My free Action for Animals Challenge One book L| 
Stick up for Animals sticker book price £1.50 +25p ptp L 
Action for Animals postcards price £1.50 +50p ptp 

















Please make cheques/POs payatle to RSPCA 
PRMA97 





If you haven’t 
* booked your 

place on an 
Animal Action Adventure yet 
then get moving — these 
fabulous days are 
disappearing fast! If you still 
can’t make up your mind, 
here are a few things that 
might help you to decide... 

Find out how the 

experts care for ill and 
injured seals at the RSPCA 
Norfolk Wildlife Hospital 
on Saturday, 5 April 1997. 
Discover how they are 
returned to the wild and 
meet some of the other 
residents of this busy 
hospital. 
Maybe you would like to 
be one of the first people 
to visit Cornwall’s newest 
RSPCA animal centre on 
Monday, || August 1997. 
Not only will you get a 





behind-the-scenes tour, but 
you'll also get the chance 
to meet an RSPCA 
inspector. Have your 
questions ready! 

Have you always wanted 
to write and star in your 
own film? Well now’s your 
chance! Take a trip to the 
RSPCA South Godstone 
Animal Centre in Surrey 
on Wednesday, 28 May 
1997 where you will be 
introduced to the animals 
staying there. Each group 
will be given the chance to 
write a story about one of 
the animals and act it out! 

For details of Animal 
Adventures in your area, 
write to Christine Carter 
in the publications 
department at the usual 
address. The adventures 
are open to members and 
non-members — but only 


members get a discount! 
How many more reasons 
do you need to join the 
Animal Action Club? Fill in 
the membership coupon 
now! 


’ giving 
five lucky 
Animal 
| Action Club 
{ members the 

‘chance to go on an 
Animal Adventure — 
for FREE! To win one of 
these fabulous prizes, just 
describe your dream 
Animal Adventure. Once 
you are happy with your 
answer, write your name, 
address, date of birth and 
membership number — you 
have to be a member to 
enter — on the back of your 
entry. Send it to the Animal 
Action Club at the usual 
RSPCA address. The best 
ideas will win! 
Important: Prizes are subject 
to availability. Winners must 
choose an Animal Adventure 
in their area. 


Get a life! 


If you tike Animal Action but think you are getting a 

fe coLo eS RCT ei mI LeLARYSLT< ModE MKT o) yell 
ee aR SS Or Wet annonce MLA soc ASe 
NA NTKOm ROMs! 


Cre) 


enquiries 
(ofc) om Manca 
at.the usual 
address for 
your free 
copy. We 


think 
Yate aK 
aU eal ol ol 
ome aan 
Nel 
aged 13 
Wor ceecTire) 
oN cl 





Animal Action Club membership costs just 

£5.50 a year. It is open to all young people 
up to the age of 17 who care about animals. Each 
Animal Action Club member receives six copies a 
year of their own magazine Animal Action and, 
when first joining, a folder, special badge, stickers 
EU BT Te 
Animal Adventures at special discounted prices. 
To join, fill in the form below and send it, together 
with a cheque or postal order for £5.50 (please do 
not send cash) to: RSPCA Animal Action Club, 
Causeway, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 IHG. 





MEMBERSHIP FORM 


PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS 
Name 
Address 


Postcode Date of Birth 


ST ema ley aol 
the back of your 
Clr rales 
mt eel ti AA 


ao A ' j y r \ M ae aay ; Send your entries, 
, ' : ; _ j j ! L ; with your name, age 
: y } } , A | i \ ; & and address on the 
, / \ r . back to: Fame At Last 
\ , ; i oy he = { —_— m e PA mole eSOE Vel Teele | 
Ss, fe fi : i ~— Action address. Make 
& g & e * ae . 































are sorry, but we are 


Send us your animal poems, paintings and drawings and we’ll print a ry WHEW COTE 

selection of the very best ones in each issue. Make your drawings as colourful j elie 

as powsibte Your poems don’t have to rhyme: good blank verse - the stuff 
4 that doesn’t rhyme - is brilliant... 





Ze mM a 
' ‘ 
‘ge i Awe 
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Sarah Swain (10) WHE 
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OUR LOVE FOR PARROTS 3 a 
Parrots shouldn’t be Yo 
On a perch for us to see, y AR . 

Or to havea photo wish, 

How would you like it? 

To be drugged or chained 

Or sometimes both 

Just so we can have a thrill, 

A souvenir on the window sill. 
We love parrots so much 
We’re killing them. 

We’re loving them to death. 

It might seem harmless, 

Just a snap. 

But would you like it? No? 

Then what’s the fairness in that. 
In the wild they’re free 

wih With no photos for a fee. 

Stop now before its too late, 

Or our love for them 

Will be their fate! 

Gemma HKitehener 
qa) 





Rachel Hutchins (1 1) 
Carly Harrison (9) 








All but one of 
these creatures 
btw tae 
Le 7 the odd 
CJT TT GME TY TT 
EW Tay <3) 
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Send your entries on a postcard or the back of a sealed 
envelope together with your name, age and address to: 

| HIBERNATE/Animal Action at our usual address. Closing i 
| 16 April 1997. The first 36 correct entries drawn on 
# the closing date will win an Originarte 

: | GarpetDesigner by Gorji Alliance. They're great for all 
you arty types with nimble fingers! Create an eye atching 
carpet to hang on the wall of your bedroom, lounge, absolutely | 
anywhere! Simply work out your own unique colour scheme | 
fiom) and then — using the water-based colours — blot, blend a mix 

my until you have your own really magic carpet. Priced £8.9 

they’re available from all major and independent toy stockists. 
For more information about Originarte CarpetDesigners call Gorji 
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RSPCA/Colin Seddon 


RSPCA/Colin Carver 








Alliance on (01274)57661 1. i 






